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SECURITY THROUGH 
BANKRUPTCY 


This is the new political 
slogan— Emrys Hughes, M.P. 


S 


of 1,500 people at 


PEAKING of the tremendous cost of modern armaments to a meeting 
the Central Hall, Westminster, last Friday, 


Emrys Hughes, MP, said, “In order to attain security, we have to go 


through a process of bankruptcy. 
new political slogan.” 


‘Security through bankruptcy’ is the 


The meeting wag organised by the Peace Pledge Union under the 
title ‘“‘ Britain, Bridge or Battlefield?” 


- Emrys Hughes referred to the Services 
estimates which the House of Commons 
ad been considering during the last week 
or two, 

.““We have been sanctioning huge sums of 
National money for implements of war,” he 


Said, “with less serious consideration than. 


the Westminster Town Council would give 
When it comes to considering the cost of 
its dust-bins.” 

There were not many pacifists in this 
Country, but there were a good many poten- 
lial pacifists, and a good many unconscious 
Pacifists—the genefation that remembered 
the war, and the generation that would 
have to fight the war. 

“At this time there is nothing to be 
Zained by being a Jingo or a warmonger, 
Said Emrys Hughes, “ because the people 

lon’t want to be sold war.” 


“The people are behind us” 


He thought that the House of Commons 
was very much out of touch with public 
opinion outside. 

“The Press is full of denunciations of 
“ir. Aneurin Bevan,” he said, “but Mr. 
bevan happens to be saying the sort of 
things a very Jarge number of our people 
ave wanted to be said. 


“T believe that the 57 or so in the House 
of Commons who voted against rearmament 
expressed the opinion of the great majority 


EMRYS HUGHES 
FOR MOSCOW 


“In the same spirit as 
Quaker delegation” 


FE MRYS HUGHES, MP, has accepted an 

“ invitation to attend the Eeonomic Con- 
erence that is to be held in Moscow next 
week and intends traveling te “Moscow 
With the British party which is being led 
by Lord Boyd Orr. 

In an interview with Peace News he 
Said, “It is four years ago since [| sug- 
fested jn the House of Commons that Sir 
ohn Boyd Orr (as he then was) should 
e sent to Moscow to ask the Russians to 
Co-operate in his World Food Plan as a 
asis for a new foreign policy. 

“Now that Lord Boyd Orr is going I 
fee] that I should go with him us we have 
Worked together on this question for many 
Years. 

“We go in the same spirit as the 
Quaker Delegation: anxious to do some- 

ing, however little, to ease the tension 
and bring about some understanding be- 
tween Bast and West.” 


Emrys Hughes is Chairman of Peace 
News Ltd., and joint hon. treasurer of the 
Peace Pledge Union. 


Dr. Hugenholtz speaking in the Central Hall. 


BOYD ORR AND 


2 


of the rank and file of the Labour Parity 
far more than the present leadership in the 
House of Commons” (Applause). 


“We are a tough lot,” he went on. “ The 


57 of us are tough politically and we have | 


tough constituencies behind us, and I can 


assute you that there is going to be no | 


watering-down of our attitude towards re- 
armament. 

“We are not the splitters—the splitters 
are the people who are attempting to pre- 
vent the expression in the House of Com- 
mons of the things that the people of this 
country want to be said.” 

Referring to the Government’s refusal to 
say what sums were being spent on research 
into bacteriological warfare, Mr. Hughes 
said, “We have not only an Iron Curtain 
between us and the East, we are trying to 
erect an Iron Curtain around the Ministry 
of Supply and the War Office. We (the 
pacifists) say that there should be vigilant 
public attention directed to all kinds of 
preparations for war, whether it be bac- 
‘teriological warfare, whether it be by atom 
bomb or anything else.” 

“T appeal to those of you who can 
exercise your influence or your pressure 
in every walk of life to de everything 
you can to put your pacifism into prac- 
tice,” the speaker concluded, “and to see 
that you do your share to build up that 


public opinion of which all governmertis | 


are afraid, that public epinion which, if 
expressed in religion and polities, can vet 
save Europe and the world from the 
tragedy of World War Neo. 3.” 


The right sort of patriotism 


Vera Brittain, who had come at short 
notice to speak in place of Dr. Alex Com- 
fort, said that some of the speakers had 
criticised this country, but she wanted to 
say one or two things in its favour. When 


she thought of this country, she did not | 


think of the Government at Westminster, 
of the dominions that wé ‘had in the 19th 
century, or the victories we won in the two 
world wars. 


“Wihen we say the words ‘my country’ 


] think we all think of the village or the |; 


town where we were born, of the meadows 
where we picked buttercups as a child, we 
think of the famillar scenes of our child- 
hood. That kind of thought to me is the 
right sort of patriotism. That kind of 
patriotism is a danger to no-one, it is an 
expression of our national spirit.” 

She did not want this nation to become 
a regimented appendage of either the 
United States or the Soviet Union. It was 
not that she disliked either of these coun- 
tries—she regarded the United States as 
her second home, and as for the Soviet 
Union she did not believe that the nation 
which had produced Destoievsky and Tol- 
stoy could fail to contain many people 
with whom we had a good deal in common, 
whatever government they had to suffer at 
the: moment. 


(Continued on page six) 


On his right: Sybi] Morrison, Dr. Soper 
and Emrys Hughes, MP. 
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DEMONSTRATIONS 
GET PUBLICITY 
FOR PACIFISM 


Page three 


American pacifists oulside the White 
. House. Washington, protesting 
against peace-time conscription. 


The Coming Struggle in Atrica 


LONDON AND NEW YORK DEMONSTRATIONS WILL 
SUPPORT AFRICAN PEOPLE 


ESSAGES of suppoit for the African people in their coming 


and the USA. 


But there is growing anxiety at the like- 
lihood of violence on Van Riebeeck Day, 
| April 6, and Manilal-Gandhi has asked the 
Congress to abandon their decision to hold 
mass meetings and demonstrations. ‘he 
text of his appeal apepars below. 

In London and New York mass meetings 
and demonstrations in support of the Afr- 
eau people’s struggle for racial freedom 
have been planned. 


| Trafalgar Square rally 


In Trafalgar Square, London, a mass 
meeting will begin at 2.30 p.m. on April 
G6 and will be addressed by Fenner Brock- 
way, MP, George Padmore and other 
speakers. 

The meeting is organised by the World 
Citizens Council for Human Rights which 
is working “to defend, maintain and se- 
cure such human rights irrespective of the 
race, colour, creed, political belief or social 
| origin of the individual.” 

The Council maintains that the voice of 
the peoples can only be heard with 
authority in world affairs through direct 
‘election of their representatives, as distinct 
from Government representatives, to the 
United Nations and to any future world 
authority. The meeting will focus attention 
upon the situation in South Africa and also 
upon the proposals for a Central African 
Federation. 


The Non-Violence Commission of the 
Peace Pledge Union sent the following tele- 
gram to Manilal Gandhi: “ Best wishes suc- 
cess campaign. Assuring you of solidarity 
and fellowship.” 


IN NEW YORK — PROCESSION AND 


Mass meeting in Harlem 


From Bill Sutherland 


the USA a mass meeting at Abyssinian 
Baptist Church and a demonstration 
before the South African consulate will be 
held in New York on April 6. This action 
is being inaugurated by “ Americans for 
South African Resistance,” a newly formed 
group headed by Co-Chairmen Rev. Charles 
'Yrigg of Salem Methodist Church and Rev. 
Donald ‘Harrington of Community Church, 
with George Houser of the Congress of 
Racial Equality as executive Director, Con- 
gressman Adam Clayton Powell, Jnr., Mini- 
ster of the church where the meeting is to 
be held, and Canada Lee, star of the cur- 
rent film on South Africa, “Cry, The Be- 
loved Country” have already agreed to 
sponsor and participate in the programme. 
-Spurring the new group to act has been 
a recent communication from South Africa 
which gives details, up to now unpublished 
in the USA, of the reply of Dr. D. F. 
Malan, Prime Minister, to the manifesto 
issued by the joint congresses of the South 
African non-European populations. 

The manifesto stated that “all peoples 
. . . irrespective of the colour of their skin 
who have made South Afriea their home, 


struggle against the Union of South Africa’s racial laws have been 
sent to the African National Congress from sympathisers in Britain 


and who believe in the principles of demo- 
cracy and the equality of Man, are South 
Africans.” 

It goes on to say that the proposed civil 
disobedience campaign “is not directed 
against any race or national group. It is 
against the unjust laws which keep in per- 
petual subjection and misery vast sections 
of the population. 


As previously reported in the American 
press, Dr. Malan answered the manifesto 
with the threat that “ Should you adhere 
to your expressed intention of embarking 
on a campaign of defiance and disobedience 
to the Government, and should you in the 
implementation thereof incite the Bantu 
population to defy law and order, the 
Government will make full use of the 
machinery at its disposal to quell any dis- 
turbances and, thereafter, deal adequately 
with those responsible for initiating sub- 
versive activities of any nature.” 

There were other sections of his reply, 
however, which have not yet been reported 
in American newspapers. Here are some 
of Dr. Malan’s more pertinent statements: 

“It is self-contradictory to claim as an 
inherent right of the Bantu, who differ in 
many ways from the Europeans, that they 
should be regarded as not different, es- 
pecially when it is borne in mind that these 
differences are permanent and not man- 
made. 

“Tf this is a matter of indifference to you 
and if you do not value your racial 
characteristics, you cannot, in any case, dis- 
pute the Europeans’ right which, in this 
case, is definitely an mbherent right, to 
take the opposite view and to adopt the 
necessary measures ‘to preserve their 
identity as a separate community. 

“The Government has no intention of re- 
pealing the long-existing laws differentiat- 
ing between European and Bantu...” 

In commenting upon Dr. Malan’s reply, 
Dr. Trigg stated: “The South African 
Government has made it all too clear that 
the non-European populations must act 
themselves to end the persecution and 
misery to which they have been too long 
subjected. s 


MANILAL GANDHI’S 
NEW APPEAL 


This statement was issued to the 
Press by Manilal Gandhi on the tenth 
day of his fast, March 20,. 


| WISH to humbly appeal to the African 

National Congress, if my appeal is 
worth anything, that they should abandon 
their decision to hold mass meetings and 
demonstrations on April 6. 

Europeans throughout South Africa will 
celebrate Van Riebeeck Day which they are 
fully entitled to do just as the Africans are 
justified in abstaining particularly in view 
of the increasingly reactionary policy pur- 
sued by the present Government. But 
there is every possibility of there being 
clashes between the extreme sections of 
both the communities which might bring 
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SO VILE A METHOD 


“The deliberate spreading of disease is 
so abhorrent to the western mind that 
no one in the west believes for a 
moment that the Americans, or any 
other people of the United Nations, 
have ever considered using so vile a 

method of warfare.” 


The Tory-Labour policy 


A NY hopes that the 
Party’s foreign policy differs 
in any way from the Tories’ were 
shattered last Sunday when Mr. 
Gaitskell explained why Britain can- 
not reduce her arms programme. 


To cut our arms bill, he said, would 
strain our relations with America; and that, 
so far from making us independent of 
! America, which many people desire, would 
make us more dependent on her than ever. 
For America might then turn isolationist 
again, and leave us helpless in the path of 
Russian aggression. 


From now on, he assures us in effect, the 
hearts of the two Parties have but a single 
thought on foreign affairs. Britain will re- 
main a Protectorate of America with a 
limited autonomy, and Party controversy 
will be confined to home affairs. Parliament 


HUS The Times; and it is a very} is now a parish pump. 


big claim to make with so much 
assurance, 


For if no peoples of the west have ever 
even considered resorting to bacteriological 
warfare there are certain things that are 
very difficult of explanation. 


On March 12, Emrys Hughes, MP, as he 
recorded in the last issue of Peace News, 
drew the attention of the Minister of 
Defence to a comment in the French news- 
paper, Le Monde. 

According to this, research in _bacterio- 
logical warfare is in progress at Porton on 
Salisbury Plain, and also at Detrick, Mary- 
land, USA. Le Monde even mentioned the 
name of a British scientist engaged on this 
work, Dr. David Henderson. 


* 


In the between-war years much of the 
research carried on at Porton was in the 


discovery of poison gases that could be used ' 


in war. Whenever the question of the pur- 
pose of these researches was raised in the 
House of Commons the answer was that it 
was necessary for the British authorities to 
discover new poison gases that might also 
be discovered elsewhere, so that we might 
hit upon as well the necessary means for 
counteracting them. 


Unconvineing as was such a reply, even 
this case obviously cannot be made in re- 
gard to research into means of waging bac- 
teriological warfare, and a different for- 
mula is therefore used. 


The answer Emrys Hughes elicited from | 


the Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Ministry of Defence (Mr. Birch) was a 
reference to a reply given by a former 
Minister of Defence (Mr. A. V. Alexander) 
four years ago: 

“The possibility that bacteria may be 
used in a future war is not being over- 
looked. Researches are being conducted 
so that we may be ready to meet any 
situation that may arise.” 


* 


The fact that Great Britain has been will- 
ing to ratify the Geneva Protocol of June 
17, 1925, which prohibits bacteriological 
warfare, while the United States has re- 
fused to do so has made no difference as be- 
tween their practice in the matter: one 
maintains Porton and the other Detrick. 


It would seem then that The Times takes 
a rather too sanguine view of the western 
attitude to “so vile a method of warfare.” 


The fact that we are spending money on 
this kind of research, and the ministerial 
replies, make it very evident that there is 
considerable reason to believe for more than 
a moment that this vile method has cer- 
tainly been considered, and is being con- 
sidered today. 

* 


In any case what has vileness to do with 
the matter ? Vileness is not a disqualify- 
ing factor in the search for means to inflict 
death and misery in war. 


The killing of 50 boys and girls at play 
in an orphanage by means of the horrible 
napalm bomb would seem to be sufficiently 
vile to make any further squeamishness a 
little gratuitous. 


The after effects, too, of the atomic bomb 
upon those who have not had the good for- 
tune to be killed outright are surely not less 
vile than the consequences of spreading 
cholera and bubonic plague. These last will 
at least be susceptible te treatment on the 
lines of known medical practice. 


And all this is of course to leave out of 
account the probable evil effects of atomic 
radiation on unborn generations. 


* 


These are vila methods that have not only 
been considered. They have been used. 


They have been used by the Americans 
with the approval of the British Govern- 
ment; and British Governments—both Con- 
servative and Labour—have made it clear 
that when the appropriate circumstances 
arise they will be ready to use them again. 

If we are willing to do these things do not 
let us be Pecksniffian about germs. 

Germ warfare is vile it is true; but so are 
these other things. War is vile, and if we 
consent to engage in it we know we shall 
have to use vile means and consent to vile 
deeds. 

The Times, like the rest of us, had better 
make up its mind about the foul thing that 
war is today. It is not an activity that men 
can engage in without becoming vile. 


The Bevanite “ revolt” offers no libera- 
tion from this bondage. It is in effect noth- 
ing but a revelt within a surrender. For 
the Bevanites, with a few exceptions, accept 
the necessity for armaments as supinely as 
anyone else, and are apparently as credu- 
lous of the myth of the Communist menace. 


ssEqual priority” 


Of the Labour Party manifesto, endorsed 


at Scarborough, Tom Driberg wrote in 
Reynolds at the height of the recent 
dispute: 


“It is insisted that the world’s back- 
ward areas should have equal priority 
with defence.” 


This seems to be a quite fair comment on 
the claim of the manifesto which said: 


“ Peace cannot be preserved by arms 
alone. Peace depends equally on bringing 
freedom from poverty to lands where hun- 
ger and disease are the lot of the masses.” 


But what do these words mean to the 
| Labour leaders ? 


What does the word “equally” mean in 
| this context to Mr. Attlee and the Execu- 
tive? 


What does “ equal priority” mean to Mr. 
Bevan and those associated with him ? 


For Mr. Attlee it apparently means the 
spending of £1,400 millions this year on 
“arms alone,’ while devoting the trifle 
allocated to the Colombo Plan to bringing 
“ freedom from poverty to lands where hun- 
‘ger and disease are the lot of the masses.” 


Does it mean anything very different from 
this to Mr. Bevan and those around him ? 
It is not particularly apparent, 


The MP who was most informative in the 
debate on the reduction he would propose 
on the estimates was Mr. Crossman. 


He suggested a cut of £250 millions. This 
he proposed to devote to switching engineer- 
ing plant from armaments to exports and 
| capital investment in machinery in order to 
get the country through the economic crisis. 


There js doubtless some _ difference 
between the Bevan group and the majority 
of the Labour Party Executive but it is 
difficult to see what bearing it has on the 


Labour 


BEHIND 
THE 
NEWS 


question of helping the poverty-ridden 
peoples of the world. 

“Equal priority” presumably means 
something, but nothing resembling what the 
average man would infer from the term. 


Sham fight 


In this connection a letter from Tom 
Braddock, former MP for Mitcham, in Tri- 
bune, is worth quoting: 


“There is no evidence that their (the 
Bevanites’) opposition - is anything 
but a difference of opinion as to the 
amount we are to try and spend... 


Bevan and his friends object to the 
£4,700m. but raise no objection § to 
£3,600m. ... Crossman went so far as to 


tell Von Shinwell that ...a reduction of 
£1,200m. would just enable us to pull 
through... 


“This sort of sham opposition will get 
us nowhere, and Mr. Arthur Deakin is 
quite right when he says that the squabble 
is not centred round any principle. Un- 
less the 57 and others are prepared to re- 
cognise that it is the policy that leads to 
armaments that is wrong, they can offer 
no effective alternative leadership to that 
of Attlee and Churchill.” 


So long as this belief in Strength Before 
Negotiation is common to both Parties and 
their factions, and all alike continue to name 
Russia as the aggressor, leaving it to her 
to make the first genuine move ito peace, 
there is not likely to be any lessening of 
the world tension. 


Yet the sense of frustration within the 
Labour movement is growing, and we may 
still hope for a real revolt within the Party. 
and to assist that revolt, by the creation of 
a demand for a foreign policy which ex- 
presses the true mediatory function of Bri- 
tain ingworld affairs, is a task in which we 
hope the pacifist movement will play an 
increasingly active part. 


Operation Gondola 


UCH is the code name for the 

new scheme under which a 
British military base is being built in 
the Campine region, east of Antwerp, 
at a cost ef £10 million, of which 
Belgium is to pay rather more than 
nalf, 

Questions in the Belgian Parliament 
elicited the fact that the base—known 
locally as “ Little Britain ’—consists of 26 
military camps linked by 95 miles of road 


and occupies over 4,000 acres belonging to 
18 Campine villages. 


It appears that a new Anglo-Belgian 
agreement is being negotiated under which 


‘OF MICE AND MEN AND MONKEYS 


A NEW peril has arisen within 

within our community—the 
subversive danger coming from the 
animals. Man must lock to his 
laurels or he will again find himself 
being led by the monkeys. 

It is still widely believed that the monkeys 
showed the way from the marsupials to 
the present madhouse—and now the mon- 
key is being used to help in the proces- 
sion from the madhouse to the mauso- 
leum. He was ever a pioneer, but we 
cought not to give him airs now that we 
claim to have improved on his technique— 
not to mention his manners. 

But now, apparently, we want to know what 
it is like to go 80 miles high in a rocket. 
No one says why we want to go 80 miles 
high in a rocket nor have any of us met 
anyone who does want to go 80 miles high 
in a rocket, but apparently the idea has 
a place in some advanced mind (ie. a 
mind advanced as compared with that of 
a monkey) and the same advanced mind 
thought it would be a good plan there- 
fore to send a few monkeys up to see 
what the outer heights were like. 

If man has won his fight with monkeys here 
on earth, the monkeys can be sent off to 
start the exploration of the outer world 
and eventually, no doubt, to settle on the 
moon and lay the foundations again for 
another human race. 

This, children, is known as progress. 

*~ 


; But we must watch it. Animals are liable 
to get out of hand (and into leg, as the 
postman said about the dog). The mon- 
keys may not let us take their place 
again. They may colonise the moon or 
canalise Mars and hurl back at us_ the 
stale buns we thought they liked at Belle 
Vue or the Zoo. 

The danger, furthermore, is not confined to 
monkeys. Mice also-went up in rockets 
and were filmed on the way, and seen to 
gambol and play while 60 miles high 
above the earth. Perhaps it is necessary 


to go as high as that to avoid the encirc- 
ling gloom and feel like playing and gam- 
boiling, though lambs are doing it already 


here on earth. They, of course, do not 
realise how serious matters are. 

No one showld in any case be so irrespon- 
sible as to gambol and play in the in- 
terests of science and these mice should 
have been attending to their duty, though 
we are not told what the duty was. The 
rockets may be fired in the interests of 
astronomy: 

Twinkle twinkle little star 

I used to wonder what you are 

Since rockets brought me so much 
nearer 

I’m damned if I can see much clearer 

It seems more probable that the rockets are 
eventually to be dropped on_ invisible 
people to make the world the happy state 
we long for in which we can all play and 
gambol like mice. 


*% 


There can be no guarantee of this new 
order however unless we keep the animals 
in check. Things get worse because some 
animals show great intelligence. 

In Sweden last week an elephant pulled the 
emergency signal in a train and threw 
Swedish Railways into confusion for some 
hours. What is more the elephant got 
away with it and was not fined as it was 
an Indian elephant and could not under- 
stand the Swedish notice or read the 
figures about a fine of five kroner, and so 
successfully pleaded ignorance of the law. 

Meantime in India another elephant has 
been discovered to have six tusks so that 
in the field of mass production animals 
are also overtaking man. 

To what state are we coming and ought 
pacifists not to be ready to defend their 
rights against this new menace ? 

Monkeys lead a new evolution, mice play 
trains, flout the law and go in for 
mass production, and a horse has won the 
Lincolnshire handicap. 

Man cannot compete—where can he go 
if the animals progress like this? We 
must take strong measures lest our con- 
centration on defence against Com- 
munism is sapped by the insidious work 
of the animals. Is it that they too, are 
in the pay of Moscow ? 


FRANKIE 


Belgium could also establish a military 
base in Britain! But many members of 
the Belgian Parliament have taken excep- 
tion to the fact that the work has begun 
before Parliament has been consulted about 
the Gondola Treaty, or its approval secured 
for the base, 


We doubt whether the British Parliament 
has been consulted either or had even hear 
of the project before it leaked out in the 
Belgian press. 


Who works the oar? 


As with Egypt, so now with Belgium. 

The presence of American bases in this 
country is being used to justify other bases 
here, there and everywhere. Such is the 
influence of a bad example, and we have 
added reason for protestme at “ Little 
America” in Britain. lt is right that we 
should continually recall the fact that under 
the Charter members of UN are pledged 
not only to reject the method of force and 
io use negotiation—persisted in with the 
determination to over come inevitable diffi- 
culties—but that they are also pledged t® 
“retrain from the threat of force against 
the territorial integrity or political inde- 
pendence of any member. . .” 

Even if the establishment by any govern: 
ment of military bases outside its qwn te? 
ritory does not necessarily interfere with 
the integrity or political independence 0 
the country so used, it is obvious that such 
actions are part af the threat of force t? 
other members of UN and as such are 
clearly contrary to the letter and spirit of 
the Charter. 


_ If the policy of the British Government 
is based on the Charter, as is claimed, they 
should be seeking tu get rid of American 
bases here and elsewhere and should cer- 
tainly not establish British bases abroad 28 
under Operation Gondola, 

But why Gondola? A gondola is a light 
flat-bottomed boat worked by one oar at 
the stern. If the light flat-bottomed boat 
can be used as a simile for Belgium, we pre 
sume that the oar at the stern indicates 


et the Pentagon directs the course it shall 
rake. 


Castles in Spain 


HE phrase “castles in Spain” 

- has always been the equivalent 

of day dreams and visionary projects 
incapable of fulfilment. 


Spain now takes its share in the illusion 
that peace can be secured by the threat 0 
force and a policy of encirclement. 


Last July Admiral Sherman, USA 
Chief of Operations, met General Franco t0 
discuss American bases in Spain. Subse- 
quently Congress voted financial aid 
to Spain and now Mr. Acheson announces 
the opening of formal negotiations for thé 
use by America of military facilities. 


General Franco is anxious that military 
and technical discussions should be kept 
apart from political and economic ques- 
tions. Washington is obviously going 
ahead with plans to incorporate Spain into 
the ‘American defence system, which is thei! 
first objective, content to leave any political 
agreement as an inevitable consequence. 
All of which Mr. Dulles must have known 
when he suggested in February that the 
United States must let all the Far East 
know that it would not stand idly by while 
any part of the world remained under Com- 
munist or Fascist (italics owrs) dictator- 
ship. 

America is apparently not prepared to 
take any notice of the British attitude, or of 
the open objections at the recent meeting 
of NATO to any inclusion of Spain in the 
Western system of defence, 


The crime of patriotism 


HERE are some ten thousand 

Tunisians now confined in con- 

centration camps and other places of 
detention in that country. 


These are those who have been arrested 
by the French authorities for what they 
regard as minor offences. They are not 
under charge. Those who have actually been 
engaged in demonstrations held to be dis- 
turbing to the public order, or who have beet 
arrested for carrying arms, have been 
handed over to the military courts and are 
al present in the Tunis military prison. 

The arrests of those in the concentia- 
tion camps have been quite arbitrary, In 
sume cases the explanation is merely that 
they have expressed nationalist opinions. 
Like the British and the French they be- 
lieve they have a right to national self- 


| determination—but they have been intrepid 


enough to risk saying so. They have thus 
been guilty of rebelliousness in the eyes of 
the French; in the eyes of Tunisians they 
demonstrated their patriotism. 


Tact and the Germans 


HERE was a grimly sardoni¢ 

comment on the proposals for 
German rearmament in a recent issue 
of the Frankfurter Allgemeine Zei- 
tung that may well be noted. 


_ Having referred to ‘the reputation the 
German has had in the world of seeking 
to attain his objects by ruthless “ jackboot ’ 
methods and toihis well-known lack of tact- 
fulness, the article suggests that the pre- 
sent attitude co the Germans—“ You must 
carry arms, but we don’t trust you; you 
must defend yourselves (and us), but you 
are still bad fellows’”—equals in tactless- 
ness anything of which the German 
capable. 
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urging the release of imprisoned conscientious objectors. | 
Prison suit idea resulted in widespread newspaper publicity. 


PRISONERS FREE! 

| Dressed in prison suits (like the broad arrow in Britain, such 
Striped suits are no longer in use but they still symbolise prison) 
a group pickets the office of the Attorney-General in Washington 


Horace Alexander, a British Quaker, was a close friend of Mahatma Gandhi. ‘ 
°F the leading authorities on India and contributor to the Manchester Guardian. Hiralal 


cffeative 


details. 


The painters. 


Revolutionary achievements without vioience 


LAND FOR INDIA’S 
LANDLESS 


By Horace Alexander and Hiralal Bose 


He is one 


ose, Peace News correspondent in India, was joint organiser of the World Pacifist 

Meeting in India. He recently formed the Indian Youth Service, an organisation which 

lelps Indian students tu find scope for their energies in work camps and similar types 
of manual labour. 


()NE of the most remarkable develop- 
~ ments in India today is the “ Land- 
Gift Mission”? undertaken by 56-year-old 
‘inoba Bhave, who for many years was an 
intimate and trusted colleague of Gandhi. 
Although the pressure of India’s growing 
tural population on the cultivable land is 
yatense, many land owners have far more 
‘and than they need for their own families, 
While side by side with them in almost 
every village live families who must sub- 


2. 


about 200 miles in 17 days, from Delhi 
to Dehradun. It was a real pilgrimage and 
an unforgettable experience, Let me give 
you a day’s routine of the Bhoo-dan Yagna, 
as he calls it. The word “ Yagna” means 
Sacrificial act or performance,” but the 
Nteral translation of the phrase would be 
Something like ‘ Land-gift Mission.” 


A bell at 3.80 a.m. signals the beginning 
°f the day. After a hurried wash and 
backing, the party, normally of about 14, 
Sit with Vinoba for prayer at 4.30. 


At the stroke of 5, he and about half of 
the party set out to walk to the next des- 
nation, generally 15 or 14 miles away. 
he other half goes in a truck or a bullock 
fart with bedding, ete. 


After daybreak, and especially at 7, 

en we halt 15 minutes for a light break- 
last by the wayside, knots of people gather. 
lf the crowd is sufficiently big, Vinoba asks 
‘Or land, and almost always it leads to some 
Tesults. 


_ When, about 10 o’clock, we are near the 
Vilage or town where we are going to stay 
%V the day, the gathering swells to several 
‘Undred, and sometimes to thousands. On 

| “trival, Vinoba addresses them briefly and 


asks them to think over his appeal and to 
ae to the afternoon meeting ready to give 
hd, 


Sure enough, they do come. A simple 
Seven-line form, recognised by the govern- 
ent is used as the only document for land 
ansfers. Before leaving a village, 
Inoba appoints a local committee to find 
°ut the really landless people and give them 
€ir shares of the distribution. 
g rhis asking and giving goes on until 
D.m., when we are supposed to go to bed 
though few can retire before nine or even 
“n—to be ready for the next day’s journey. 
°C more than one day at one place ! 
. Yinoba speaks to the village people in a 
dain and simple manner, with hardly any 
| “Motion, but often with ‘telling effect. 
j 4 We says land is the mother of people 
Nd it is like air and water and sunshine, 
th everyone has a claim ‘to land, especially 
se who work on it. 
«the Seriptures, Vinoba says, enjoin to 
ve one-tenth of income and property. On 
© same principle he would not hesitate to 


— 
{ 


‘ 


orth marked “ Justice,” walked back and 

fey, i front of the White House, resi- 

testi of the President in Washington, pro- 

a, "gs at Mr. Truman’s refusal to grant 
amnesty to all objectors. 


BACKGROUND 


sist on a precarious tenancy or as landless 
labourers. 

Early in 1951, Vinoba Bhave set out to 
lour on foot one of the areas where this 
intense land hunger had been exploited by 
Communists to stir up violent disorders. 
He induced the land owners to give thou- 
sands of acres to him, to be distributed 
among the landless. With the approval of 
the government, he has started off across 
other states and provinces, and is still con- 
tinuing the work. 


THE BHAVE METHOD 


WALKED with Vinoba and his party accept a gift from the poorest man, be- 


cause “giving ennobles people; hands are 
given by God to give.” But he would not 
appreciate disproportionale generosity. He 
would accept that much land which can be 
considered surplus after the family needs 
have been met, 

Vinoba ‘hopes to solve the entire land 
problem in India in this way. Even if he 
does not succeed, he hopes his work will 
help create tthe necessary atmosphere for 
enacting a suitable land reform law. 

If India can solve her land problem peace- 
fully, her other problems will be easier to 
solve, and she will grow in stature. Vinoba 
does not want in India the violence and 
cruelty that attended the land reform in 
Russia and China. 

Vinoba is a Yogi, poet and also a rational} 
man. Almost everything finds a place in 
his discourses, from spinning to birth, con- 
trol, and from there to higher principles of 
mathematics. He is one of ‘the true fol- 
lowers of Gandhi, and he frequently ack- 
nowledges his debt. 
many ways. His land programme may 
develop into a great movement with far- 
reaching: results. It is a genuine example 


of non- violence in action. 
—Worldover Press 


Yet he is original in | 
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*‘ Just before the President signed the new conscription 
Bill 1 chained myself to a stairway bannister in the 
White House,” writes American conscientious objector 


JIM PECK who shows how 


HIS is the story of how a small number of 
conscientious 
than 380—succeeded in getting national and even 
international publicity for pacifism during the post- 
war years by means of well-timed public demonstra- 
Lions of such an unusual nature that the press could 
not ignore them. 

We got this publicity not only in the newspapers and 
magazines but on occasion over the radio, on television and 
in the newsreels. ; 

Most of our small group had been in jail during the war 
for refusing to join the armed services. 
were anxious, primarily, to get our fellow-COs freed anid 
to win a general amnesty and secondly, to carry on an 
( e campaign against war : 
impending threat of permanent conscription in the U.S 

One of us would get an idea for an unusual demonstration. 
We would then call a planning meeting to work out the 


objectors—totalling not more 


Upon release we 


and against the then- 


In the group were capable leaflet writers and placard 
_ If costumes were needed, we would hire them for 
the occasion from a theatrical costumier. 


Among our most successful demonstra- 
tions were those at Christmas of 1946 and 
1947 in which we wore old-style black- 
and-white striped prison suits and walked 
up and down in front of the White House 
and the Office of the Attorney-General in 
Washington with placards urging freedom 
for imprisoned COs. 

The prison suit idea wot our pictures into 
newspapers all over the country and even 
abroad-—particularly in Paris. 

A year or so later we protested ut 
President Truman's continued failure to 
grant amnesty to Cos by walking back and 
forth in front of the 
White House in funeral 
altire and bearing a coffin 
marked “ Justice.” 

A humorous tone fea- 
tured our amnesty demon- 
stration on Christmas 
Day, 1949, when we 
walked in front of the 
White House dressed up 
as Santa Clauses. Like 
the prison suit idea, this 
one appealed to the news- 
papermen’s imaginations 
and resulted in consider- 
able publicity. 

Some of our most un- 
usual and successful de- 
monstrations were 
directed against perma- 
nent peace-time conscrip- 
tion. 

In February, 1947, when 
the war-time draft was about to expire 
and efforts were being made to establish 
peace-time conscription, we worked out a 
plan for going to Washington and burning 
our draft cards publiciy in front of the 
White House. 

_We realised that this was an act of civil 
disobedience which might well have landed 
us in gaol, but we thought the issue impor- 
tant enough to take the risk, 

Upon arrival at the White House, we 
found the pavement crowded with plain- 
clothed cops and FBI men. However, we 
passed by them and burned our draft cards 
in a little pot directly in front of the White 
House. Needless to say, this demonstration 
got tremendous publicity, 


1946, when 


Gousestepping was tiring 


When the 1948 peacetime conscription 
bill was pending, we rented some Uncle 
Sam suits and goosestepped in front of the 
White House with placards saying: “ The 
Draft Means A Goosestepping U.S.” 


We found out that goosestepping is very 


OUTSIDE DANBURY 


a group 
Danbury, Conneeticut. 
stration outside, imprisoned COs staged a work strike 
for the day and at lunchtime marched around the prisan 
yard carrying improvised placards. 
joined by many of the other prisoners who took th: 
opportunity to express their protest over the quality 
of the food and other conditions prevailing in the pr sou. 


DEMONSTRATIONS GET 
PUBLICITY, FOR PACIFISM 


tiring on the legs, but when we saw the 
publicity, we figured the demonstration was 
worthwhile. 


My own opposition to peacetime conscrip- 
tion is so strong that I felt impelled to 
take a final drastic act of protest against 
it. 

So a few days before the President 
signed the Bill, I painted on a shirt the in- 
scription “Veto The Draft !” Wearing 
this shirt underneath my coat, I entered the 
White House during’ public visiting hours, 
chained my self to « stairway bannister, 
removed my coat so that the slogan could 
be seen and distributed anti-conscription 
leaflets. 

Of course, I was soon seized by White 
House guards and questioned by Secret 
Service men, who later released nie. 


This demonstration, in which only one 
person, myself, took part got widespread 
publicity in newspapers and magazines. 

A solo demonstration which got a lot of 
newsreel and television coverage was my 
distribution of pacifist leaflets to United 
Nations delegates at Lake Success just be- 
fore the start of their first meeting to dis- 
cuss the Korean war. 

I simply walked in the deloyates entrance 
inconspicuously before the meeting started 
and placed a leaflet on the desk of cach 
delegate, I was soon ejecte |, but the scene 


had been televised snd picked up by the 
movie cameras, 


A unique demonstration was on Feb. 12, 
1946, when we picketed the federal prison 


GAOL 
A unique type of demonstration took place on Feb. 12, 


picketed the federal prison in 
In conjunction with the demon. 


They in turn were 


in Danbury, Connecticut urging release of 
imprisoned COs. 

Simultaneously COs inside the prison 
slopped work and at noontime marched 
around the yard carrying improvised pla- 
cards. They were joined by many non-CO 
prisoners who took the opportunity to pro- 
test the quality of the food and other pre- 
vailing conditions. 

Another unusual demonstration was on 
Oct. 4, 1949, when we conducted a combined 
sitdown strike and picketing at the French 
Embassy in Washington as a_ protest 
against the French threat to deport Garry 
Davis, world citizen leader. All of us were 
arrested. 

A project which gainéd a lot of pub- 
licity was the attempted Paris-Moscow 
bicycle trip by four Peacemakers last sum- 
mer; their one-week fast on the Rhine fron- 
tier and their final illegal leaflet distribu- 
lion in the Russian zone of Austria. 

A humorous angle 1s sometimes effective 

A good example was our demonstration 
in the summer of 1946 on the day of one 
of the Bikini atom bomb explosions. 

Taking notice of the fact that goats had 
been placed on the island of Bikini as 
guinea pigs for the experiment, we fell 
upon the idea of renting a stuffed goat from 
a taxidermist, putting wheels on it and 
attaching a sign saying: “Today Me. To- 
morrow You.” 

So the stuffed goat on a leash was pulled 
around at the head of our poster walk in 
midtown New York urging banning of the 
A-bomb. 


An occasional beating up 


Some of these demonstrations have re- 
sulted in arrests and on oecasion, brief jail 
sentences. During others, a few of us have 
been beaten up by hysterical passersby or 
by police. On other occasions we have sul- 
fered nothing worse than ‘the epithet 
“dirty red” or “go back to Russia.” But 
we feel that such demonstrations are defi- 
nitely effective. 

Some pacifists argue that this technique 
is futile. Yet only as a result of such de- 
monstrations can we get into newspapers, 
over the radio, or television and in news- 
veels and thus make millions of people 
aware of the existence of pacifism. 

There is no other way to reach that many 
people. Even newspaper stories about our 
demonstrations which are slanted against 
us cannot completely omit our pacifist 
objectives. 


The PN Fund appeal] appears this week 
on page six. 
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FROM OVERSEAS... 


After 18 months in prison, French CO 
Pierre Delattre was taken before Metz 
Military Court and given another 18 
months for again refusing to don military 
uniform. Charles Mayer and Felix 
Sadowsky who had served two years for 
the same offence were given further sen- 
tences of two years at Reuilly. Sadow- 
sky has to support a «widowed mother and 
three sisters.—WRI News Service. 

A dozen trials of Belgian objectors are ex- 
pected to take place during the next few 
months. Willy Baele and Emile Michaux 
were both sentenced to six months im- 
prisonment at Liege on Feb. 1—WRI 
News Service. 

HUMAN GUINEA PIGS—IN GAOL 

Serving as human guinea pigs in Ashland 
prison, Kentucky, USA, are three COs: 
Ken Chanrpney, Don Nagler, and Duane 
Metzger. Experiments concern research 
into hepatitis, more commonly called 
jaundice, 

A vigorous campaign was waged by the 
Swedish peace societies against the 
Government’s proposal to cancel the an- 
nual grant that had hitherto been made 
to them for their educational work on be- 
half of international understanding. The 
campaign has met with partial success, 
in that the Swedish Parliament passed 
a motion authorising the continuance of 
the grant for the current financial year; 
but ithe recipients were warned that the 
‘egpite would be only temporary, as the 
grant could not be continued beyond 
this year. 


SCHWEITZER FOR PEACE PRIZE? 


Norwegian pacifists are taking the lead in 
urging that .the Nobel Peace Prize for 
1952 should be awarded to Albert 
Sohweitzer. 

‘the Australian Peace Pledge Union (now 
the War iResisters’ League) ‘and ‘the 
Christian Pacifist Movement of Australia 
have amalgamated to fonm the Pacifist 
Movement of Australia —WRI News 
Service. 

Membership of the Norwegian section of 
the War Resisters’ International was 
more than doubled in 1951; and in 
January, 1952, 70 new menrbers were en- 
rolled. 

The Swedish youth peace association, Ung- 
domens Fredsférbund, is celebrating its 
25th anniversary this year by holding a 
conference in Stockholm on. April 19-20. 
A special issue of its quarterly, Nya 
Vagar (New Ways) has reached a cir- 
culation of 50,000. 


IN THE FORTRESS OF ST. ELMO 


Messages of goodwill may be sent to 
Italian CO, Sergio Versari, who has re- 
cently been sentenced to 14 months in: 
Carcere Militare, Forte S. Elmo, Napoli, 
Italy —_WRI News Service. 

A Ceylon section of the War Resisters’ 
International may be formed following 
a visit by Muriel Lester—WRI News 
Service. 

A comprehensive survey of the Norwegian 
law in relation to conscientious objectors 
is to be published in booklet form 
shortly by the Norwegian periodical 
“Veren Fram.” It will also contain an 
article by the prominent high-school 
teacher Bjarne Slapgard on, “The Peace 
and Defence Problem from an Anti- 
militarist Angle.” 
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up-to-date information of home and world 
politics, 


‘Military training will solve 
none of the world’s problems 
Z-MEN AT CO TRIBUNAL 


By Mary Willis 
FENHE nineteen Z-Reservists who applied for registration as conscientious 
objectors to the Tribunal at Fulham last week came from many 
different trades and professions—-a librarian and a lighterman, a civil 
servant and a shop assistant, a plasterer and a teacher; they belonged 
to many different religious denominations, or to none; but all were alike 


in believing that it would not be right 
for them ever again to serve in the 
armed forces. 


The case for Christian pacifism was well 
put by Peter Coleman, a Baptist, of Hert- 
ford, who served six yeurs in the RASC. 
He said that it was only since he ieft the 
forces that he had been converted, and come 
to feel that he could not take part in war 
again, 


Could not pray for victory 


“As a Christian 1 must live as near io 
the perfect example of Christ as J can,” be 
declared. “ Hutman life is sacred, and [ 
cannot be a Christian and tolerate the kill- 
ing of my fellow-men. I cannot as a Chris- 
tian pray for victory, and therefore I cannot 

ght.” 

“Supposing the good Samaritan had 
arrived a bit earlier, while the thieves were 
actually attacking their victim,” asked 
Judge Hargreaves, * Do you think he should 
not have gone to the man’s help ?” 


“T think he could perhaps have heiped by 
doing what Christ did, taking the blows 
himself,”’ he replied. 

“Then there might have been two vic- 
tinis instead of one, and what good would 
that do ?” asked His Honour, 

“Y think in all these cases, if we employ 
the weapon of love, rather than hate, we 
shall do what we aim at,” replied Cole. 


Does not love involve giving oneself? ” 


asked the Rev. Prof. James. “You may be: 


acting in the very spirit of love by offer- 
ing yourself in defence of others.” 


“Yes,” replied the applicant. “In faet 


Christian teaching teaches you if neces- | 


sary to die for your faith, but not to kill 
for it.” 


HS was recommended for registration as 
a 


Concerned with safety of humanity 


_ William Brooks, a lighterman, of Bark- 
ing, said that after serving from 1941 to 


1946 in the Merchant Navy and Royal Engi- — 


neers he now realised what a terrible thing 


; War was. 


“T am horrified when I think of what | 


would happen to this country in an atomic 
war,” he declared. 


“The problems of this world cannot be 
solved by preparing for war, which is mad- 
ness.” 

_Members of the Tribunal suggested that 
his objection was on grounds of expediency, 
not of conscience, but he asserted “I have 
made up my mind because my conscience re- 
volts at the very thought of taking part in 
such a war. 

“T am not concerned so much with my 
own safety as with the safety of the whole 
of humanity.” 


He, too, was recommended for registra- 
tion. 

George Baurley, a librarian at the Cam- 
bridge University library, told the tribunal 
that when he was called up in 1947, at 19, 
he considered he had no right to his own 
opinion yet. 

The grounds for his objection were 
“largely practical”’—he thought that if 
there were a sufficient number of people 
in the country against war, it would be 
finished. 

“Yes, but what if the enemy comes ?” 
asked Mr. Tudor Davies. 


That is the sort of thing I am quite will- 
ing to leave until it happens,” replied Baur- 
ley. “I think that if I do anything to en- 
courage war, I shall be doing wrong.” 


This applicant was told that he could not 
be given exemption, as the Tribunal did not 
think he had given enough careful and con- 
scientious consideration to the subject. 


His aim is to build 


Frederick Druce, of Hemel Hempstead, 
who was in the RAMC from 1940-45, got 
on the wrong side of the Tribunal from the 
stavt by saying in his statement, “ For half 
of my married life I have been parted from 
my wife through service. I wish to spend 
the rest of it making’ a home for my 
children.” 


Judge Hargreaves commented, “He seems 
to want to live comfortably at home, and 
does not care what happens to other 
peoples,” and neither he nor the other mem- 
bers of the Tribunal appeared to pay much 
attention to the rest of Druce’s statement, 
in which he said, “ After serving nearly six 
years in the last war, I learnt and saw some 
of the full horrors of it, which are still im- 
printed on my memory. I am convinced 


Rearmament or the Welfare State? Speak- 
ing at the anniversary rally of the 
Bourne Methodist Church at Hull re- 
cently, Dr. Donald Soper said, “I wish 
some high dignitary of the Church would 


tell the people of the world ‘ You can | 


have re-armament or the Welfare State, 
you can’t have beth.’” 


that military training will solve none of 
the world’s problems, only aggravate them.” 


“Tam just a bricklayer,” Druce went on, 
“ But every day brings me face to face with 
something that has been constructed. To 
build is my aim, not to destroy.” 


i Why do yuu think fighting in’ self- 
defence is wrong?” asked Judge Har- 
greaves. 


“JT don’t think anybody wants to attack 
me,” was the reply. “If you have a lot of 
arms, the other fellow wants a lot of arms.” 

Druce said he thought that if attacked 
we should offer no resistance whatsoever, 
He believed we would gain respect from our 
aggressor if we lived a peaceful life, and 
ultimately convert him to our way of think- 
ing. 


The Chairman said that they could not 
reconmend him for registration as a CO, 
because though he “ undoubtedly had a very 
strong preference for the advantages of 
peace,” he had not really forced himself to 
jace what a man ought to do when he be- 
longed to a community that was attacked. 


Most of the other applicants, including 
Philip Barbour, of the London School of 
Economics Pacifist Society, Roland’ Bow- 
den, Peace Pledge Union member who 
served in’ the RAMC because he could not 
get into the Priends’ Ambulance Unit, and 
Edwin Chilton, an attender at lriends’ 
meetings, were successful in gaining recug- 
nition as COs. 


A SPANIARD FACES DEATH 


From a message given to the 
War Resisters’ International by a 
pocifist in Spain, where the 
penalty for open refusal of milt- 
tary training is death without 
trial: 

“Tell the others, those friends and 
brothers of mine, whom | do not know 
in persen, but with whom tl feel so 
closely linked in spirit, that 1 shall go 
on faithfully to the end. ff the time 
comes when you do not hear trom me, 
you will know that I shall have give 
all { had.” 


FRENCH CO LOSE 
HIS PASSPORT 


OSE du Guet, a young French wat 
resister who left his native country 
because it refuses legal recognition to con- 
seientious objectors, ts seeking asylum as @ 
war resister in Sweden, basing his claim on 
the Declaration of the Rights of Man. 


When he first left France, José du Guet 
worked for a time in Belgium, until his 
work permit was withdrawn, and later for 
a time with the Friends’ Ambulance Unit 
in Engiland. When he was no longer 
allowed to work in England, he went to 
Sweden, where he found work as 4 
mechanic, but his passport has now expired 
and the French Consul has refused to reneW 
it. 


No foreigner without a passport 8 


‘ allowed to work in Sweden, and this is why 


du Guet has applied for the right of asylum. 
His case has been referred to «a Foreigt 
Office Commission, and an internationa 
lawyer has been engaged to defend the 
claim. 


Anyone who would fike to support this 
claim is asked to write to José du Guet at 
Liljonas Gard, Bromnia, Stockholm, oF 
to the Commission at the Foreign Office, 
Stockholm, to urge recognition of the right 
of asylum under the Declaration of Human 
Rights. 


Said in the House... 


: February 26, 1952 

Mr. Aneurin Bevan (Lab., Ebbw Vale): We 
are saying that what is happening in the 
Far East and the Middle East is in con- 
sequence of all-pervasive poverty. lt is 
the consequence of a revolution that will 
go on for the rest of this century and 
will not be contained ‘by the mulitary 
arms of the Uniled States of America, 
Great Britain or Western Europe all to- 
gether. That is why we think that a very 
great deal of energy, of material wealth, 
is being thrown away on fighting the 
wrong sort of war. The war that we 
want fought is a war against those des- 
pairing social conditions that give rise 
to war. 

As a result of pouring out our treasure 
on a myth, on the assumption that all 
tais is Kussian military aggrandisement, 
Europe has been ruined. Lhat is why 1 
piead for more vigorous British leader- 
snip, because nothing that has happened 
in the last six months can give us any 
confidence in American diplomatic leader- 
at ithe present ‘time. 

France is being ruined. We are facing 
a financial crisis (an hon. Member: 
“No”’). We are not? Then the party 
opposite should not steal the Health Ser- 
vice. We are facing a financial crisis. 
All Western Europe is facing gfave eco- 
nomic difficulties, largely as a conse- 
quence of the fact that all the statesmen 
in America and Great Britain are be- 
coming the victims of a mythology that 
they are meeting the Machiavellian plots 
of the Kremlin where, in most instances, 
they are meeting the natural rebellion 
of the ordinary human being against in- 
tolerable conditions. 

Therefore, I suggest that what the 
people of Great Britain want to see is 
not how we can make more effective war 
against the Chinese. What they want to 
know is what steps we are taking to 
make a peace, not how big a gulf we are 
digging between ourselves and the Soviet 
Union; and what far-reaching plans we 
are making to pacify the world. 


March 3, 1952 


Mr. Emrys Hughes asked 'the Prime Minis- 
ter how far the agreement with Presgi- 
dent Truman, that there should be joint 
consultation before American atom 
bombers should operate from bases in 
Britain, applies to British air bases out- 
side Britain. 

The Prime Minister: As wag stated in the 
communique issued in Washington on 
Jan. 9, the agreement applies to bases in 
the United Kingdom. 

Mr. Hughes: Does not tthe Prime Minister 
agree that the same consideration should 
prevail about Cyprus, where the people 
are equally concerned about what an atom 
bomb raid might do to ithem? 

The Prime Minister: I thought my answer 
dealt with that, because I said that the 
agreement applied to bases in the United 
Kingdom. 


FOOTNOTE :The U.S. Air Force is to take 
over the old RAF airstrip at Tymbou, « 
few miles south of Nicosia, the capital of 
Cyprus. A 3,000-man labour force will 
be recruited to rebuild the base for use 
by U.S. bombers, which, says ‘“ Time,” 
the U.S, news magazine “will be only 
600 miles from Russia’s Black Sea ports, 
less than 1,000 miles from Baku oil, Don- 
bas coal and Dnepropetrovsk power.” 


March 6, 1952 


Debate on the Navy Estimates 
Mr. Emrys Hughes (Lab., Ayrshire S.): 1 
am told by the correspondent of the 
“Scotsman ’ that the “Kagle”* 15 
Britain’s lalest, greatest, fastest and 
most expensive aircraft carrier. 


Lo appeal to the ordinary man in Scuw™ J 


land, the reporter told us thal the flight 
deck Was twice the length of the football 
pitch at Hampden Park and that inside 
the vessel 263 double-deckers could be 
stowed, He told us that more tha 
1,000 miles of electric cable were 
stretched throughout the ship, and that 
the main generating machinery would 
supply a town the size of Oxford. 

All this compheated machinery, and all 
this capital asset, is in a ship which 
might disappear in one bombing: raid. 
Toe galleys are fitted with the most 
modern electric cookers and all the most 
beautiful labour-saving devices. 

After reading that, I feel that once the 
people from the not-se-well-housed parls 
of Glasgow go to sea in this ship, they 
will never want to come home. Then 
there is a canteen and two ice cream 
and soda fountains, a barber’s shop, 2 
library and a cinema, while w small air- 
conditioned chapel provides a quiet place 
tor meditation and prayer. I presume 
that on Sunday a chaplain delivers a ser- 
mon on the text “Thou shalt not kill’ 

I, as one who lives near the Clyde, am 


very apprehensive indeed at: the way in” 


which labour in this country is being di- 
verted from the kind of ship-building that 
-lis necessary if this nation is to continue 
as a manufacturing and industrial Power 
in order to produce ships to combat a 
menace which 1 believe is largely 
imaginary. 

We have heard about submarines hold- 
ing up food supplies from America, bul 
if we cannot pay for that food the source 
of supply will dey up. If this country 
turns its great ship-building industry to 
the manufacture of vessels which will be 
obsolete in another ‘ten years we shall 
destroy the economic prosperity of this 
nation, 

Betore the war, we used to pul in front 
of our disarmament programme the sug- 
gestion that we should ask the nations to 
agree to the abolition of tthe submarine. 
Why should we not do that today? | 

Wihy should we not have a positive 
programme of disarmament as a counter- 
plan to the plan the Russians brought 
before us? In order to deal effectively 
with ‘the submarine menace, our policy 


should be to go to the disatfmament con-- 


ference in Paris and say that the country 
stands for the aboittion of the submarine. 
If we abolished the submarine, we would 
have no need for these tremendous swins 
of money that are asked for each year 
in these Estimates. 

I submit that the alternative to bank- 
ruptey is not piling up new naval forces 
or any other of these colossally expen- 
sive armaments, but to go to a disarma- 
ment conference realising that we have 4 
ereat deal to gain by international agree- 
ment. Wei may be sceptical about this: 
but it would be betler than taking riské 
which would result in the destruction 0 
the economie life of the nation, and 0 
the people who have worked so hard t@ 
build up this nation. 


* Hstimated to cost £15,750,000. 
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Britain’s burden 


ME. HARRIMAN, the eminent Ameri- | 
) can, is reported as saying that 60 | 
’ ber cent. of Europe's arming is being done 
'y Britain. Yet Britain’s population is 


\Sily 20 per cent. of the total population of 
"estern Europe, including: Greece but ex- 
‘uding Spain. She ig also, geographically, 
‘arthest removed from Russia, 

Does this mean that we are three times 
4s foolish as the rest of Europe ? 


4 TOM SULLIVAN 
* Knockbreda Park, Belfast. 


This Church decided 


T HE decision of the Moderator of the 
« General Assembly of the Church of 
“totland to cancel his acceptance of the in- 
itation to attend the Van Riebeeck celebra- 
ae in South Africa will be weleomed by 
j al who deplore the Malan policy of 
» Abartheid.” 
,4he announcement that the Moderator 
i accepted the invitation brought imme- 
pte protests from many Churchmen and 
| areh of Scotland ministers who feared 
‘tat his presence in South Africa might 
Nentify their Church with the racial poli- 
es of the Malan Government. 
as brisk correspondence was conducted in 
“e Scotsman, most of the letters being 
itieal of the Moderator’s action, and this 
tthright demonstration of the distaste of 
© people of Scotland towards racial 
peression no doubt influenced the Modera- 
/ to change his mind. : . 
op te we hope that this is the first sign 
me 2ew awareness by the Church of the 
a it can play im deciding the many des- 
a question facing us all today ? 
JAMES MILNE 


ut New Wynd, Montrose. 


Error of judgment ? 


A Z-MAN was last week criticised and 
ben, Presumably rejected at a CO Tribunal 
ttse he said that after being parted 
at His wife and family “ for half of my 
tried life, | wish to spend the rest of it 
J ing a home for my children.” i 
ty Udge Hargreaves (a bachelor, according 
te Who’s Who) suggested this was selfish- 
aes: “He wants to live comfortably; 
*esn’t care what happens to other people.” 
® there a much greater contribution to 
y2tld peace that a married man with a 
ily can give than a happy home with 
‘ promise of mentally healthy citizens 
'*ho“hava emerged from childhood with a 
tkeround of home security ? 
wt is from broken homes that so many 
te the world’s misfits and troublemakers 
Uprotie Is it too much to hope that the 
Ppcllate Tribunal will spot what Judge 
borecaves overlooked: that home- 


f 
Nid: - i 
ding ls as constructive as overseas relief 


Work ? 
HUGH BROCK | 


19 Lo ‘ 
rdship Park, N.16. 
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WORLD RELIGION AND PEACE 


‘“‘Weapons are unblessed instruments 
By WILL HAYES 


OST Christians take the view 
that war is not forbidden by 
the Christian religion. 


Christians have for centuries accepted 
this view and have taken part in many 
wars. At the same time Western pacifists 
base their beliefs on Christian Scriptures, 
and particularly on the words of Jesus. 


The two views cannot be reconciled but 
they can be understood. Jesus was a paci- 
fist, and his followers in the early Church 
refused to take part in wars; but once the 
Christian Church was linked with the State, 
doctrine was altered to. fit political facts. 
So we reach the situation summed up in 
Article 37 of the English Church: “It is 
lawful for Christian men, at the command- 
ment of the Magistrate, to wear weapons, 
and to serve in the wars.” Christian paci- 
fists choose loyalty to the teaching of Jesus 
rather than to a Church that has lowered 
the ideal of its Master. 


Christian pacifists be 


would much 


Briefly a 


“4 Christian Alternative to War” was the 
subject of a series of six meetings re- 
cently organised by Nottingham Friends’ 
Meeting and addressed by different 
Quaker speakers. 

The final meeting, held last Sunday, 
took the form of a summary and dis- 
cussion, and the conelusion drawn from 
‘the talks was that the Christian alter- 
to war implied: 

(1) Continuous attempts at reconciliation 


between individuals, groups and 
nations. 

(2) A willingness to accept political and 
economic changes, with a view to 
raising the standafd of living in the 
backward countries. 

(3) The realisation that foreign domina- 


tion, such as Jesus knew in Palestine 
under the Romans, may have to be 
faced. 


Friends of Mary Barr, who left this coun- 
try for India last autumn after spending 
the summer in Europe, will be sorry to 
know that since arriving: in India she 
has been seriously ill. She is, however, 
now recovering. 


|RENOUNCE WARAND I WILL NEVER 
SUPPORT OR SANCTION ANOTHER 


This pledge, signed by each member, is 


the basis of the Peace Pledge Union. Send 
YOUR pledge to 


P.P.U. HEADQUARTERS 
Dick Sheppard House, Endsleigh St., WCI 


22 


strengthened in their faith by the study of 
the other great religions of the world. 
Pacifism has an important place in the doc- 
trines of all the historical redigions. 


When the Buddha was questioned as to 


property in brass that members of the Bud- | 


dhist Order might rightly possess, he re- 
plied: “I allow you all kinds of brassware 
except weapons.” In the Buddha’s sermons 
there are many passages giving vivid 
glimpses of warfare as it was 2,500 years 
ago at a time when boiling cow-dung 
poured from ramparts was the last word in 
frightfulness. 


The Buddha condemns war of every kind. 
War is always the result of selfish desire. 
But there is more than condemnation, 
there 1s careful and detailed explanation. 
War leads inevitably to more war. 


The slayer gets a slayer in his turn; 

The conqueror gets one who conquers 
him; 

The abuser wins abuse, the annoyer, 
fret.” 


There is only one way to break the chain 
of wrong. And that is the pacifist way—the 
way of Love. It is not an easy way. There 
is much to dare and much to bear, but in 
the end peace is won. 


Conquest engenders hate; the conquered 
lives 

In misery. But whoso is at peace 

And passionless, happily doth he live; 


Hy 


March 28, 1952, PEACE NEWS—5 
Up and Doing 


TO HELP YOU 


_ Here is the text of a new leaflet, just 
issued, to publicise Peace News. Quan- 
tities are available free of charge, 
please send stamps to cover postage. 
For the things that really matter read 
PEACE NEWS 


—the international weekly newspaper 


If another war will wipe out this country, 
why are we giving top priority to preparing 
for this disaster? Why is almost every 
country, East and West, sacrificing its 
standard of living to rearmament, when all 
know that great armaments invariably lead 


to war? 


Ordinary people all over the world want 
peace and freedom, they hate and fear the 
hideous cruelties of modern war. Is thee 
not then some commonsense way in which 
all the skill and resources wasted for war 
could instead build a stable and lasting 
peace? 


There is a way, and Peace News is the 
weekly mewspaper of those in every country 
who are working it out. They include Lord 
Boyd Orr, the Rev. Michael Scott, Vera 
Brittain, Emrys Hughes, MP, Ethel Mannin, 
Reginald Sorensen, MP, Laurence Hous- 
man, Manilal Gandhi, Dame Sybil Thorn- 
dike and many others in all parts of the 
world. 

Peace News endeavours to give the truth 
behind the news, the real facts and figures 
ot world expenditure and world needs, re- 
ports of constructive work from many 


Conquest hath he abandoned and 
defeat.” 


That is the great lesson we learn as we 
study the Religions of the World. The 
Buddha summed it up in these words: 


“Hatreds are not quenched by hatred. 
Hatreds are quenched by love.” 


Buddhism can boast of a king who 
actually practised the doctrine of gentle- 
ness in the affairs of State. Asoka proved 
to the world that pacifism is a practicable 
proposition when men are daring enough 
to try it. Under this king India was united 
and at peace. Asoka gave up warfare and 
relied on righteousness. His reign is still 
called the Golden Age of India. 

What the Buddha said in India was said 
by Lao-Tse and Mo-Ti in China. It was 
said by Jesus in Palestine. Lao-Tse’s words 
sum up the pacifist teaching of all the Great 
Companions: 


“Weapons are unblessed instruments. 
Therefore he who has the eternal will not 
employ them.” 


Once men know their kinship with Life, 
war becomes impossible. It is seen to be 
the very antithesis of religion, and the last 
word in materialism. Ultimately only paci- 
fists are religious, for surely there can be 
nothing religious in seeking security 
through boiling cow-dung, or its modern 

yequivalent, the radar-guided atom bomb. 


countries, peace speeches in Parliament 
which other papers neglect. It includes 
book reviews, cartoons, short stories and 
verse, an international readers’ forum, and 
much nrore. 


If you think war is wrong, do something 
about it—and begin by readinz Peace News. 


* * * 


Part of the leaflet is an order form for 
PN, while the reverse side carries com- 
mendations from a number of interna- 
tionally known pacifists. H.F.M. 


Circulation last week 16,000. 


PPU PACIFIST RELIGIOUS 
FELLOWSHIP SERVICE 


3 p.m. Sunday April 6 


Denison House, 295 Vauxhall Bridge Rd. 
near Victoria Station 


Conducted by Arthur Peacock 
Discourse by Reginald Sorensen MP 


| Representatives of many faiths taking part 
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H and C water all rooms. 
it gns. Write Stephen 
Stener. Phone 421. 


gious, needs pen-friends. Howard, Alfris- 
ton, Sussex. 

SINGLE LADY. CO, (late thirties), 
living in Leicestershire. desires friendship 
with someone of similar views, either sex. 


All letters answered. Box 405. 
INTRODUCTIONS. PEN_ FRIENDS, 
companionship, marriage. Details Tid., 


V.C.C., 34 Honeywell Rd. London, S.W.11. 


: EDUCATIONAL 


SPEAKING & WRITING lessons (cor- 
respondence, visit) 5s. Dorothy Matthews, 
BA. 32 Primrose Will Road. London. 
N.W.3. PRImrose 3686. 


LITERATURE, &c. 


QUAKERISM Information and Litera- 
ture respecting the Faith and Practice of 
the Religious Society of Friends, free on 
application to the Friends’ Home Service 
Committee. Friends’ House, Euston Road. 
London. 

HOUSMANS BOOKSHOP gives prompt 
pestal service for all.your book require- 
ments. Entire profits go to Pease News. 
Enquiries welcome, please send s.a.e. for 
latest list. Housmans Bookshop (Peace 


MATE TEA--genuine, 
63. $d. 21b.: 8s. 3d. 3 Ib. 
ton St. Fleetwood. 

ECONOMY LABELS. Save expense 
and envelopes, help to publicise Peace 
News, by using PN Economy Labels. Large 
size, attractively printed, is. for 50, 1s. $d. 
100, 176. 6d. 1,000, post free. Plain ls. 6d. 
100, 13s. Gd. 1,000, post free. Peace News 
Publications Dept. 3 Blackstock Road, N.4. 

WATCHES, CLOCKS, jeweliery. Autrey 
Brocklehurst can offer secondhand—1& ct. 
gold Waltham 4 hunter pocket watch. 
£22, also 18 ct. gold English lever pocket 
watch, £17 10s.; high grade movements. 


3s. 3d. 1Ib.: 
Frith, 12 Poul- 


perfect time keepers, worth double. De- 
pendable new goods also available. Re- 
pair work a speciality. 77 Brent Way, 
Finchley, London, N.3. Tel. 6450. 
MISCELLANEOUS 
WAR RESISTERS” International wel- 


comes gifts of foreign stamps and un- 
damaged air mail covers. Please send to 
WRI, Lansbury House, 88 Park Avenue. 
Bush Hill Park. Enfield Middlesex. 
WORLD LEAGUE against Viviseation 
opposes all cruelties in food, dress, amuse- 
ments and medicine. Copy of “ The Ani- 


News Ltd), 3 Blackstock Road. London, 
N.4. Tel. STA 2262. 


mal’s Champion," free on request. 42 
Aberdeem Rd. London. N.3a. 
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British research on 


germ warfare 
MR. EDEN PROTESTS TOO MUCH 


N the House of Commons on Monday the Foreign Secretary was 


questioned about the allegations 


earrying out germ warfare in Korea. 


Here is the Hansard report: 


Mr, Arthur Henderson asked the Secre- 
tary of State for Foreign Affairs what in- 
formation he had received from the United 
Nations concerning the Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics’ official complaint that 
United Nations forces in Korea have been 
guilty of carrying on germ warfare. 

Mr. Eden: A report has been received 
from the Permanent United Kingdom dele- 
gate to the United Nations on the discus- 
sions in the first meeting of the Disarma- 
ment Commission in New York on March 
14, at which the Soviet representative re- 
peated the charges of germ warfare by 
United Nations forces in Korea. The 
United States delegate recalled that Mr. 
Acheson had unequivocally refuted this 
charge which was entirely unwafranted and 
false. Mr. Acheson had also suggested an 
impartial investigation by an international 
agency, such as the International Commit- 
tee of the Red Cross, to obtain the facts. 
In the view of Her Majesty’s Government 
this is a fair and proper offer and we 
wholeneartediy support it. 

Mr. Henderson: Has this offer to arrange 
for the International Red Cross investiga- 
tion been made direct to the Chinese 
Government in Peking and, if so, what was 
their reply? 

Mr. Eden: Yes, Sir. The International 
Red Cross sent a letter to Mr. Acheson 
himself, to the North Korean Commander- 
in-Chief and to the Commander of the 
Chinese Forces in Korea—all three of them 
—expressing willingness to undertake an 
investigation provided it is aeceptable to 
both sides. So far as I am aware, there 
has been no response as yet from the Com- 
munist side. I ought to add that there has 
also been an offer by the Secretary-Genera! 
of the United Nations to provide a body 
under their authority; but, if I may ex- 
press a view, I think that the International 
Red Cross is the best suited of all for this 
purpose. 


Should it be prohibited? 


Mr. Emrys Hughes: Would the right hon. 
Gentleman agree that bacteriological war- 
fare under any eircumstanees should be 
prohibited ? 

Is he prepared to allow the International 
Red Cross to investigate the preparations 
for bacteriological warfare which are al- 
leged to have been made in this country, 
and can the right hon. Gentleman cate- 
gorically deny that such preparations for 
bacteriological warfare are not being made 
in Great Britain? 

Mr, Eden: That is the first I have ever 
heard of anything of the kind, but if in- 
vestigations are required into that per- 
haps a Question could be put down. What 
I am dealing with here is the definite and 
precise Communist charge on which we have 
offered an international imquiry. If the 
hon. Member has other charges to” make 
against his country, or any other, we might 
investigate them too. 


WAR PROFITEERS 


Vi R. NORMAN CRUMP, City Editor of 
+15 the Sunday Times, says “An American 
trade recession seems unlikely so Jong as 
the Korean war continues.” f 

J] don't dos.vt that. I cannot imagine 
what Western capitalism will do when the 
lion lies down beside the lamb instead of 
outside it. 

Consider then the sad case of the Big 
Business Man, who, with his tender heart 
torn with pity for the suffering milliens, 
knows that his profits will decline when 
those sufferings cease, and struggles des- 
perately against the temptation to prolong 
the war as Jong as possible. 

But, you ask, are we not in the same | 
predicament? Do not the blasts of war 
blow your circulation up? What would 
happen to Peace News if there were no 
wars? 

True, we may be said to thrive on death | 
and destruction. The day after the Korean 
war broke out, for example, a friend of 
mine said to me, “I used to read your 
paper once. Looks as if I'l} have to start 
reading it again!” 

Yet the parallel is not quite just. We 
are not exposed to the temptations which 
assail the BBM. FOR WE DO NOT MAKE 
A PROFIT. 

Between you and me I ‘wish we did. I 
think a spot of war-profiteering wouldn't 
do us any harm. And tf we ever do manage 
to get our heads above water I think I can 
promise you that we will still go on trying 
to stop wars—even if peace means a cir- 


culation recession. 

; B. J. BOOTHROYD 
Contributions since March 14: £29 17s. 1d. 
Total for 1952: £243 9s. 1d. 


Please make cheques, etc., payable to 
Peace News, Lid. ana address them to 
Vera Brittain, Treasurer, Peace News, 
’ Blackstock Road, N.4. 
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that the United Nations had been 


Mr. P. Noel-Baker: Is it not a facet that 
in the disarmament proposals which we 
and the other Western Powers put to the 
Disarmament Commission we have in fact 
offered to allow the fullest investigation 
into every kind of preparation for warlike 
operation and the Soviet Union have not 
vet agreed to those proposals? 

Mr. Eden: That is absolutely true. [am 
much obliged to the right hon. Gentleman 
‘for his timely reminder. 

Mr. Emrys Hughes: On a point of order. 

In view of the most unsatisfactory 
nature of the reply, and as IT have already 
put a Question on the Order Paper which 
was unsatisfactorily answered, I give 
notice that I will raise the matter and 
ask for the fullest possible inquiry to be 
made into our attitude to bacteriolegical 
warfare. 

Mr. Eden on weak ground 


Now I am always sceptical when Mr. 
Eden bursts out into righteous indignation. 
It is usually when he is on weak ground. 

“This,” he said, “is the first time I have 
ever heard anything of the kind.” 

But surely even if Mr. Eden isn’t able to 
follow everything that is said in the House 
of Commons he should know something 
about whether or not we are spending any 
money on germ ivarfare research. 

The questions { put to the Minister of 
Supply last week are on record in Hansard 
and were widely reported in the more 
serious press. They appeared in Peace 
News last week. a 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the Mini 
ster of Defence refused to give me the 
amount we have spent up to the end of 
last year on bacteriological research. 

If we are spending no money on this kind 
of research the Minister would have been 
only to ready to answer, “ None, Sir.” 

But he refused to tell us on the erounds 
oc national security. 


Was Le Monde right? 


Wihen I- quoted from the French paper 
Le Monde the statement that Britain had 
such a research department and also named 
the scientist and the place there was no 
denial. 

Had Le Monde’s statement been an in- 
vention the Ministry has had ample “oppor- 
tunity to issue a public repudiation but 
there has been none. 


Well then, why not let the International j 


Red Cross into Britain to investigate? , 

TFnat would be the most effective way of 
disposing of any Communist propaganda 
as far as Britain is concerned. 

As for Mr. Eden’s remark about “any 
other charges the hon. Member has to make 
against his country,” my reply is that I am 
anxious to clear my country from charges 
that we are making any kind of prepara- 
tions for germ warfare. 

1 asked a question on this matter before 
we ever heard anything from the Chinese. 

Following on Mr. Birch’s reply I tried to 


put a further question to the Prime Mini- | 


ste: asking him to make a statement. 

Tt was ruled out of order on the ground 
that the Parliamentary Secretary for De- 
fence had answered it the previous week. 

So I repeat my question to Mr. Eden: 
“Will he agree that the International Red 
Cross be invited to investigate germ war- 
fare research in Britain? 
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meant by renouncing war ? 


| ‘HE personal renunciation of war 
is, and must be, the first step 
in the struggle for a warless world, 
because the human race, so long in- 
doctrinated with the idea of war as 
the final arbiter in disputes between 


MANILAL GANDHI 
(Continued from page one) 


about disastrous results, which will not help 
but will cause irreparable damage to their 
cause. 

Africans are apt to readily resort to 
sticks or knives to settle the smallest dis- 
putes. Instances are not wanting. For the 
Africans as well as the non-Europeans, the 
only way to achieve their goal is not to 
abuse the Government but to carry on a 
vigorous campaign for internal reform to 
raise their moral and spiritual standard. 
Without that they will never be able to 
fight non-violently. 

Today we are prepared to kill if we can 
but are not prepared to die. For followers 
of the principles of non-violence, killing un- 
der any circumstances is taboo, even if it 
were possible to kill. One must be prepared 
to die only and when one is prepared to die 
he will no longer hug his material posses- 
sions. He will be prepared to sacrifice all 
| including his beloved ones for a cause they 
hold sacred. I don’t think I am wrong in 
saying that very tew if any of us have 
reached that stage. 

I have said that my fast is for wise 
guidance to us all. I wish to state that my 
fast is also a prayer in its intensest form 
for wise guidance to Dy. Malan and his 
Government to change their extreme policy 
in regard to the non-Europeans. Dr. 
Malan’s recent utterances declaring his 
readiness to go to war to destroy Com- 
munism, I humbly suggest, are not in keep- 
ing with the principles of Christianity. The 


kill Communists but to radically alter the 
state of affairs which have given birth to 
Communism. The non-Europeans do not 
seek to usurp power from the Europeans. 
What they seek is to be treated with justice 
and equality and to be given full oppor- 
tunities to live as self-respecting human- 
beings. . 


S. Africa : What you can do 


AYRITE a letter of support and sympathy 


preferably on a sixpenny Post Office Air- 
i Mail letter, to the Chairman of the African 
Joint Planning Council which is organising 
the coming campaign: Dr. J. S. Moroka, 
P.O. Box 37, Thaba’n’chu, Orange Free 
State, South Africa. 

Support the London rally in Trafalgar 
Square. 


rally and all willing to help are invited to 
{attend a Steward’s Conference on Thurs- 
| day, April 3, at 6 p.m. at the Blue Moon 
| Tea Rooms, Ist floor, 43 Villiers Street, 
| Strand, W.C.2. 

| On Saturday, March 29, members of 
Operation Gandhi will be distributing 
leaflets advertising the rally, meeting at St. 
| Martin-in-the-Fields at 3 p.m. 


SECURITY THROUGH BANKRUPTCY | 


(Continued from page one) 


Nevertheless these two countries were 
great powers in the world, and great 
powers tended to have a military outlook. 

“We don't want in this country to be 
anybody’s radio-active wreckage,” said Miss 
Brittain, “and we don’t rem~ard ourselves as 
expendable—we have too much pride in our 
past for that.” 

“The ereat need of the international 
scene loday is a relatively strong power 
which will act as a reconeiler between the 
two antagonistic Titans. We ean do that 
first and foremost by becoming the friend 
of the under-developed countries, and by 
asking our powerful neighbours to help us. 
When you are doing something constructive 
you have a habit of forgetting yous enmity. 


“Let us give the world a lead in gene- 
rcsity, and by this means let us re-build 
the power of the spirit, against which no 
earthly power can prevail.” 


Neither Fascists nor Communists 


Stuart Morris, General Secretary of the 
PPU, quoted a recent statement that the 
PPU were “traitors in 1939” and another 
allegation that they were co-operating with 
the Communists now, and declared, “‘ We 
were not Fascists because before the war, 
and during the war, we pleaded for the 
policy of negotiation as against violence, 
because we protested against the tragic 
policy of unconditional surrender. We were 
mot Fascists because we stuck to our con- 
viction that war under all circumstances 
must always be wrong, and cannot attain 
the results expected from it. 


“We are not Communists today because 
we say that the method of war is no way of 
meeting Communism, because we say that 
the preparation for war is spoiling any 
chance of building a world, in co-operation 


with our Asian and African brethren, in 
which the whole standard of life of man 
can be raised, a welfare world and not a 
warfare world.” 

“We are putting pacifism before you,” 
said Stuart Morris, “As an alternative 
realisiie policy, a policy which far better 
faces the facts of today than the policy of 
rearmament. We are not anti-American or 
anti-British or anti-anybody, what we are 
is anti-war and anti-violence. 

“Tf we have to choose between the baittle- 
field and the bridge we will have no part 
in preparing the battlefield, we prefer to 
construct the bridge. 

“We renounce war not because we are 
insensitive to cruelty, tyranny, aggres- 
sion and evil in any shape or form, but 
because we are so vitally concerned with 
it that we have vot to find a better way 
than war of dealing with it.” 

Dr. J. B. Hugenholtz, a well-known 
Dutch pacifist, made a powerful speech, 
which with Dr. Soper’s address we hope to 
report in Peace News next week. 

A collection of £114 was taken. 


only way to destroy Communism is not to | 


" and urging the use of non-violence, ; 


The World Citizen’s Council is appealing | 
for voluntary helpers and stewards for the | 


Magnanimity dv polities is not seldom the truest wisdom. 
i —Speech on Conciliation with America. 


_wnich they make this personal judgment 


/ no cowardly truckling to a bully, but 4 
! brave approach to a possibly frighte™, 


The pamphlet you have been waiting for 


THE MYTH OF BRITISH DISARMAMENT 


‘PEACE NEW 


SYBIL MORRISON 


| Invasion? The practical alternative | 


IT must tell you that whether you have convinced the correspondent you 
quoted last week or not, you have convinced me that ways have seldom been | 
fought in order to save the oppressed, but there is still the threat of a possible 
Russian invasion of this country; their aggressive intention seems clear and it | 
is surely quite impossible to disarm and just let them walk in. Is that what is H 


—Letter, March, 1952 No. 823 
Edmund Burke. 4 
eg Ue Mee nae Z-ot 
nations, is still very far away from on 


abandoning the method. | 

Lhe moral obligation to do what is right 
whatever the consequences lies upon eat 
one of us individually, and to be motivate 
by a personal conscience is to base deth 
SIONS upon a consciousness of a particular 
standard of right or wrong. 

Most people, whether they be religiows 
agnostic or atheist have some standard 


L 
aton 
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and “thou; shalt not kill” is undoubtedly 
accepted as a moral creed and a lawful on® 
When the state decrees that this mor! 
standard is to be altered for certain put || 
poses such as “ defence,” it is essential, @ 
examine the reasons given for throwimé 


away the acceptance of “thou shalt noel y be 
kill” as a moral code, and substituting & WAS 
stead: ‘thou shalt kill under certain © person 


cumstances.” ; 

For instance it is pertinent to ask how 
the judgment of those circumstances is # 
be made. My correspondent cites the poss! 
bility of invasion of this country by Russi# 
Now the fact is that if there is a war wit? 
Russia, the Russian Military Command wil, 
of course, endeavour to occupy this countt 
just as the Military Command of the W& 
tern Powers, when once war has come, wil 
try to invade Russia, following probab; 
upon @ concentrated bombing ot the mé! 
cities and industries. 

Considering the extraordinary cruel 
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and horror of modern war weapons, wh! Gent membe) 
include hydrogen and atom bombs, gel], try said t 
and liquid fire, it is reasonable to supp. dt for tia 


us t. Pressed 
an STeaves, as 
Peace he n 
entry said t 


that the Russian Government and the 
sian people no more want war than. the BY 
tish Government and the British peoplé 
But both sides, naturally, fear the invas!”” 
of their own land. 


© so. In tt 

*% Was not eligi 

__As has been said before in this cola Joseph H. | 
if Russia is at this moment so ™ ant’s trade 1 


stronger than the West that they could, } 
they attacked now, achieve victory, and. 5 
it is true that victory by an aggress¥) °° force unn 
Russia is what we have to arm against, the That’; into th: 
it is quite without rhyme or reason i0!\ “ey had not 
Russia to hold back from that attack. ,, Three men 
Logically there is no obvious reasotay Number of int 


ess, told th 
hink jit was 


fear invasion unless there is a iA the case, 
whereas if there is a war, at Je® out, «Thi. is 
an ee to invade is certain. . vel tor!" 
is the practical and positive alternalY*) Rana 

It is absolutely essential that the perso?) AMC-men 
renunciation of war should if possible 4! Eighteen 


widened to an endeavour to find a way 
bridge the abyss which has opened het¥e| 
the Hast and the West, and upon the 
of which we all now stand aghast. 
assemble upon the brink all possible fort 
and then to construct a bridge only se the 
the opposing sides should get at each i 
throats is no way to peace. # 
The apparent failure of peace talks 
due entirely to the lack of any real wil! 
peace; it has always seemed easier to 
upon force, but force has failed, either dy 
prevent aggression or to save the oppré 
and the need now is for some one nati | 
to emerge with courage and confid 
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from behind the bristling barricade her of a mil 
bayonets, and attempt a new method. they were 
If it is a risk to disarm, and show 3 (Con 


that means that the East can come s@. 


i 
and without fear, over to the other sidé 


meet and talk with the West, it ism 
greater risk than the present one of eac 
hmited and total destruction. 


_ The choice before us may be a choic®y 
risks, but the way of pacifism—whic? 


WI 


enemy for the purpose of turning him oft 
a friend—is a risk that needs faith Be 
fortitude and strength of purpose, ¢? 
ultimately, because it is based upon wh®"y 


right, and not upon what 1s believed +0 ~ af Bs 
expedicol Sygaeaa) a quest 
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